
This information is provided by the Ballot Holder in accordance with the 
requirements of paragraph 10 of Schedule 2 to the Business Improvement 
Districts (England) Regulations 2004. 

1. Introduction 
 

Bedford Borough Council has received proposals from the 
BedfordBID Company Ltd to renew the current town centre 
Business Improvement District arrangement for a further five years. 

The Ballot Holder is now required by law to arrange a ballot of 
those ratepayers who would be liable to pay a levy if the proposals 
are approved through the ballot. 

The ballot must be conducted by post and in order for the proposals 
to be agreed: 

1. A majority of the ratepayers casting a vote in the ballot must 
vote in favour of the proposals, and 

2. The total rateable value attributable to those properties in 
respect of which the ratepayers vote in favour of the 
proposals must exceed the total rateable value of  those 
properties in respect of which the ratepayers vote against the 
proposals 

The outcome of the ballot is binding on the Council, the ratepayers 
in the proposed BID area and the proposer (BedfordBID Company 
Limited). 

 

2. Information about the Ballot 
 
Notice of the Ballot was published on 4 September 2014 by the 
Ballot Holder.  Ballot Papers to eligible non-domestic rate payers 
were sent to the non-domestic rateable premises concerned (or, at 
the request of the ratepayer, to the address of the principal place of 
business of the ratepayer within England).  To be counted, 
completed ballot papers must be returned by no later than 5pm on 
16 October (the “day of the ballot”).  A postage paid envelope is 
provided for the return of the ballot paper.   

Persons eligible to vote in the renewal ballot may appoint someone 
else to vote on their behalf (for example, if they were going to be 
away at the time of the ballot). Applications to appoint a proxy must 
be submitted to the Ballot Holder at the above address no later than 
5pm on 6 October 2014. An application for the appointment of a 
proxy must be in writing and:  

 (a) state the full name and address of the person whom 
the person entitled to vote (the applicant) wishes to 
appoint as proxy;  

 (b) state the address of the applicant’s hereditament;  
 (c) be signed by the applicant; and  
 (d) contain a statement by the applicant that the proxy so 

named has been consulted and is capable of being and 
willing to be appointed.  

 
Where a voter has not received their ballot paper by 10 October 
2014 they may apply to the ballot holder for a replacement ballot 
paper.  The application will need to include evidence of the voter’s 
identity.  In a similar way, if a voter inadvertently ‘spoils’ their ballot 
paper they may return it to the Ballot Holder; and as long as it is 
received by 13 October 2014. a replacement ballot paper issued. 

The Ballot Holder will conduct the count of the Renewal Ballot at 
Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford from 10am on Friday, 17 
October 2014.  Once counted the Ballot Holder will make a 
declaration of the result.  This result will be made available on the 

Bedford Town Centre Business Improvement 
District 

Renewal Ballot  
2015 to 2020 

 



website of the Bedford Borough Council and, by way of a copy of 
the declaration, at the reception area of Borough Hall. 

3. Information about the Services Proposed to be Pr ovided 
under the BID Arrangements  

 
What is the Business Improvement District? 

The proposed Business Improvement District is an area of the town 
centre where non-domestic ratepayers will be required to pay a 
financial levy which will be used to provide services beneficial to 
businesses in the area. 

The current Business Improvement District was established through 
a ballot of business that would be liable to pay the levy conducted 
in March 2010 and is binding on ratepayers in the BID area until 
March 2015.  By law a renewal ballot must be held if the provider of 
the BID services wishes to propose the continuation of the 
Business Improvement District after March 2015. 

Details of the geographical area of the BID can be found in the 
BedfordBID Company business plan available from the company’s 
website at http://www.lovebedford.co.uk/key-documents or contact 
BedfordBID Company for a copy of the business plan. 

What is the Council’s role in the BID? 

The Council is by law the billing authority for any business 
improvement district in its area which means it is responsible for the 
collection of BID levies.  The Council will not be responsible for 
providing the BID services because it is proposed that there will be 
a non-local authority BID body for the Bedford BID. 

What is the BedfordBID Company Ltd? 

The BedfordBID Company Ltd is a non-local authority BID Body 
and is responsible for providing the current business improvement 

district services for the Bedford town centre BID.  The Company 
was appointed as the BID Body through the ballot process. 

The Company is proposing that the BID arrangements should 
continue for a further five years and that it continues in its role as 
the non-local authority BID Body. 

What will I get in return for paying a BID levy? 

The BedfordBID Company will be responsible for providing the BID 
services.  Information about the services that will be provided can 
be obtained from BedfordBID Company Ltd, 1 Lurke Street, 
Bedford MK40 3TN or by email from info@lovebedford.co.uk. 

A Summary of the services concerned is set out in BedfordBID’s 
‘Creating Vitality and Prosperity- The next fiver years 1st April 2015 
– 31st March 2020’ which has been sent separately by post to each 
eligible voter. A copy of this available from BedfordBID Company 
Ltd.  

Aren’t these services provided by the Council? 

The services provided under a Business Improvement District will 
be additional services not provided by the Council or enhancements 
to Council services. 

4. Information about the Proposed BID Levy  
 
The following information explains how the BID levy  will 
operate if the BID proposals are approved through t he ballot. 

What is the Business Improvement District (BID) Lev y? 

The BID levy is an annual charge that will payable in respect of 
most non-domestic properties in the Business Improvement District 
area of the town centre if the renewal of the BID arrangements is 
approved. 



Who has to pay the BID Levy? 

The person or organisation liable to pay the non-domestic rates for 
the property is liable to pay the BID levy.  Where a property is 
occupied this will be the occupier, for empty properties the person 
or organisation entitled to occupy the property is liable to pay.  This 
will normally be the leaseholder or the owner. 

Will the Council and other public sector bodies pay  the BID 
Levy? 

Yes.  The Council and other public bodies must pay the levy on 
properties within the BID area for which they are liable to pay non-
domestic rates. 

Can I opt out of the BID? 

No.  If the proposals are approved the BID arrangements will be 
legally binding on non-domestic ratepayers in the business 
improvement district area. 

What will happen to the money that is collected thr ough the 
levy? 

The funds collected through the BID levy will transferred to the BID 
Body (Bedford BID Company Ltd) after allowing for the Council’s 
costs in collecting the levy.  The funds will be used by the BID Body 
to provide the services required by the BID ballot.   

I may not benefit from BID services, why should I p ay? 

The BID levy is a charge payable by law and not a payment for 
services received.  If you have an enquiry about how you might 
benefit from BID services you should contact the Bedford BID 
Company. 

 

 

I intend to vote against the BID proposals, will I still have to 
pay a levy? 

If the result of the ballot is a vote in favour of the BID proposals you 
will have to pay a levy even if you voted against the proposals.  The 
outcome of the ballot will also be binding on persons or 
organisations who become ratepayers after the date of the ballot. 

How will the charge be worked out? 

The BID levy for each financial year will be calculated as £0.02 (2 
pence) for every £1.00 of the property’s rateable value as at 1st 
April of the year.  It will be calculated on a daily basis where a 
ratepayer is only liable to pay the BID levy for part of a year. 

Where a property is entered into the rating list for only part of a year 
then the charge will be calculated on a daily basis for the number of 
days that the property is shown in the rating list. 

Are there any discounts, reliefs or exemptions? 

The discounts, reliefs or exemptions from non-domestic rates will 
not  apply to the BID levy. 

Properties with a rateable value of less than £8,100 will exempt 
from the BID levy.   

Offices occupied by a charity will be exempt from the BID levy, but 
the levy will be payable in respect of shops and other properties 
occupied by charities. 

We are a charity or a not-for-profit organisation w ill we still 
need to pay? 

Offices occupied by a charity are exempt from the BID levy, but the 
levy will be payable in respect of shops and other properties 
occupied by charities.  There will be no reduction or exemption for 
other not-for-profit organisations. 



The property is unoccupied, will I still have to pa y? 

Yes.  A ratepayer for an unoccupied property will also have to pay 
the BID levy. 

Will I be able to pay by instalments? 

No.  The BID levy will be payable in one payment due on 1st May or 
14 days after the issue of a levy demand notice whichever is later. 

What will happen if I have paid the charge for the year then 
cease to be liable? 

If you cease to be liable to pay part way through a financial year 
(e.g. you sell the property) and have already paid in full the Council 
will calculate the amount you have overpaid and refund this to you. 

What will happen if I don’t pay? 

The Council will take enforcement action to secure payment in a 
similar way to collection of non-domestic rates.  Where a payment 
is overdue one final notice will be issued requiring payment within 
seven days.  If payment is not received then a complaint will be 
made to the Magistrates seeking a liability order.  Additional legal 
costs will be charged if legal proceedings are commenced. 

Once a liability order is granted the Council can instruct an 
enforcement agent to seize goods to be auctioned to raise the 
money to pay the levy.  In some circumstances a petition can be 
made for bankruptcy or the compulsory winding up of a company 

 
 


