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The Council has carried out works to refurbish the 
historic Ice House located in Bedford’s Cultural Quarter, 
with the support of local funders. This means that the 
site is now accessible through guided walks with the 
Bedford Association of Tour Guides. 

The Ice House is an underground, manmade 
chamber inside the Castle Mound at the heart of 
the historic site of Bedford Castle. It was built by the 
Higgins family in the mid-1800s and would have been 
used to store ice throughout the year. The central well 
is over 4m deep, large enough to have stored ice for 
use in all of the inns of Bedford when it was built. 

Cllr Sarah-Jayne Holland, Portfolio Holder for 
Leisure said “It’s fantastic to see this historic location in 
Bedford’s town centre made open to the public. Bedford 
has a fascinating history for people to explore, and this 
new site available for guided walks will bring even more 
of that history to life.”

The improvements carried out include new 
lighting, a new safety handrail and an access door, all 
complying with heritage requirements set by Historic 
England and reflecting the site’s importance as a 
Scheduled Monument. 

This follows the efforts of local historian David 
Fowler, and is supported by funding from the Gale 
Family Charity Trust and Bedford Architectural 
Archaeological & Local History Society.

Access to the Ice House is possible through guided 
tours given by the Bedford Association of Tour Guides. 
Find out more about guided walks around Bedford here 
http://www.bedfordtourguides.org/.  

You don’t have to live in 
Bedford to adopt a  

Bedford Borough Child
Start your adoption journey with us today

01234 718718
Give us a call today Or drop us an email 

adoptionandfostering@bedford.gov.uk
www.bedford.gov.uk/adoption

Adoption in Bedford Borough

Ice House Refurbished  
and Open for Guided Tours

http://www.bedfordtourguides.org/
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Bedford Borough Council is 
investing in a brand new piece of 
equipment to help our Pot Hole 
Hit Squads to repair potholes even 
quicker and more efficiently than 
ever before. 

The ‘Jetpatcher’ Road Repair 
System will fix potholes and road 
defects quickly, efficiently and in a 
cost effective way. It is estimated to 
make repairs in around half the time 
of other methods, with most repairs 
complete in under 15 minutes.

The Jetpatcher works by blowing 
debris and water from the pothole, 

preparing the hole to prevent 
further water damage, filling the 
hole, and finally sealing the repair. 
This method is not just quicker, but 
works to deliver a long lasting repair. 

Mayor Dave Hodgson said “This 
new Jetpatcher is an additional piece 
of equipment to help our Pot Hole Hit 
Squads work even more efficiently 
and the Council is constantly looking 
for new and better ways to keep our 
roads in good repair. I am pleased 
that this new piece of equipment is 
out on our roads, helping us to keep 
the Borough moving.” 

‘Jetpatcher’ comes to Bedford Borough

Mayor announces Major Expansion in 
Bedford for Electric Vehicle Charging

Mayor Dave Hodgson has 
announced the introduction of 300 
electric vehicle charging points, 
on 150 posts, across Bedford and 
Kempston for electric cars over the 
next 3 years, a massive increase on 
the existing number. 

Working in partnership with 
Chargemaster, the UK’s largest 
charge point manufacturer, the 
Council will install the stations 
on street and within car parks. 
Both fast and rapid chargers will 
be installed as part of the project 
and installations will begin in the 
coming months. 

With national moves to ban 
new diesel and petrol cars from 
UK roads by 2040, electric cars 
are an increasingly common sight 
on our roads. Installing charging 
infrastructure is essential for local 
authorities to support the move to 
lower emissions and help residents 
make the switch to electric. 

Mayor Dave Hodgson said 
“The move to electric cars will 
only accelerate as sales of new 
petrol and diesel vehicles are 
phased out over the next twenty 
years.  That’s why we want to get 
ahead and make sure we have the 
infrastructure in place up front to 
support local residents making 

the change to electric and plug-in 
hybrid cars. This massive expansion 
of public charging points, installed 
at no cost to local taxpayers, will 
give those with electric vehicles 
peace of mind that Bedford has 
facilities in place for them to park 
and recharge.”

David Martell, Chief Executive 
of Chargemaster, said “We are 
delighted to be working with 
Bedford Borough Council to install 
charging infrastructure around 
Bedford. As our headquarters 
and factory, in which all of our 
products are made, are based in 
Bedfordshire, this partnership is 
particularly special for us and we 
look forward to making electric 
vehicle ownership even easier for 
drivers living in or visiting Bedford.”

The 300 charge points installed 
within this agreement will be 
added to POLAR plus, the UK’s 
largest charging network, operated 
by Chargemaster. Normal car park 
charging rates will apply.  
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In August 2014 there were 143 properties in Bedford 
Borough that had been empty for five years or more.  By 
February 2018 this had been reduced to 97 - a reduction 
of 32%.  Bedford Borough Council is working hard to 
reduce the number of empty homes in the borough. 
Empty flats and houses are a wasted resource and can 
have a negative impact on the environment and local 
community when they could be providing a home for a 
local person or family.  

Between 2006 / 2007 and 2017 / 2018, 1366 
properties have been brought back in to use thanks 
to the direct intervention of the Council. Bedford 
Borough Council is actively encouraging owners of 
empty properties to bring them back into occupation by 
maintaining regular contact with them. 

The Council has £2.89 million to fund the compulsory 
purchase of empty properties where owners fail to 
take action. Monies received from the sale of acquired 
properties are re-invested into the capital programme 
to enable the purchase of more empty homes which are 
then returned to occupation.

Cllr Colleen Atkins said: “We are pleased with the 
success achieved by our Empty Homes programme to date 
and will continue to focus our efforts on bringing empty 
properties back in to use. There is such a demand for 

housing and filling these empty homes also has a positive 
effect on the neighbourhood, reducing the blight empty 
properties can cause to local communities.” 

Individuals and local communities can play an 
important role in assisting the Council to bring empty 
homes back into use by reporting empty properties to 
the Housing Strategy Team via email: housing.strategy@
bedford.gov.uk or refer to the Council’s website via https://
www.bedford.gov.uk/emptyhomes. 

Bringing Empty Homes 
back into use

mailto:housing.strategy@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:housing.strategy@bedford.gov.uk
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/emptyhomes
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/emptyhomes
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Private Fostering Week takes place this week from 
the 9th – 13th July and is an initiative that aims to 
reduce the number of children in un-notified private 
fostering arrangements in England. Bedford Borough 
Council is asking for help to identity any children who 
are being cared for by someone who is not a direct 
relative. 

Private Fostering is an arrangement where 
someone, who is not a close relative, cares for another 
person’s child for 28 days or more. Although, a private 
arrangement, the parent or carer must notify their 
local Council as they may miss out on essential welfare 
checks for the child and other support services. 

Teachers, health visitors and the general public are 
also asked to notify the Council immediately if they hear 

of any private fostering arrangements so that the carers 
can get the help and support they are entitled to. 

Councillor Shan Hunt, Portfolio Holder for Children's 
Social Care and Lead Member for Children's Services, 
said: “Keeping our children safe and supporting families 
is a real priority for the Council. All parents and private 
fosters must notify their local Council. If you hear about 
a child who is being privately fostered, please let us 
know so we can ensure the safety of the child and allow 
private foster carers to take advantage of all the available 
support services.”

To notify Bedford Borough Council of a private 
fostering arrangement contact the Multi Agency 
Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 01234 718700 (office 
hours) or ring 0300 300 8123 (out of hours).

Help Bedford Borough Council 
identify privately fostered children

01234 228154 design@bedford.gov.uk@

• Posters and Flyers
• Business Cards
• Leaflets
• Letterheads/

Compliment Slips

• Brochures
• Duplicate/Triplicate 

Carbonless Pads
• Envelopes
• Vinyl banners

• Large Posters 
(up to A0 size)

• Promotional Items
• Pop Up Display 

Stands

 and much more! 
...literally anything 
you want printing, 
we can do it!

Do you need help with design?   Want to get something printed?
Use Bedford Borough Council’s ICT Design & Repro Team

The Virtual Orchestra
Venture inside a virtual orchestra 

in a free installation in the heart 
of Bedford. Brought to you by 
the Philharmonia Orchestra, this 
immersive experience invites you to 
explore a symphony orchestra from 
the inside. Journey through a 10-
room installation; play along with 
the percussion; and sit on stage 

with the orchestra in 360-degree 
virtual reality, all for free.

There are a few other ways 
you can experience The Virtual 
Orchestra. Family workshops filled 
with fun hands-on activities to 
guide you and your family through 
a symphony orchestra; free guided 
tours of the installation; fringe 

activities ranging from Karaoke 
to free running and a friendly and 
informal concert at the Bedford 
Corn Exchange. 

For more information visit 
https://www.philharmonia.co.uk/
the_virtual_orchestra.

mailto:design@bedford.gov.uk
https://www.philharmonia.co.uk/the_virtual_orchestra
https://www.philharmonia.co.uk/the_virtual_orchestra
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The Bedford River Festival marks its 40th Anniversary 
on Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th July, with lots of 
events, stalls, entertainment, music, and activities both 
on and off the river.

The Festival has expanded this year, with St Mary’s 
Gardens hosting one of the six stages across the site with 
plenty to see including live music, dancing, aerobics and 
demonstrations.

St Mary’s Gardens will also host an Adventure Village 
with a rope course, bushcraft activities, and giant games 
arena, as well as an arts and crafts marquee. Across the 
site, there will be the ever-popular funfair and the Sports 
Village hosting come-and-try activities.

With 2018 also marking 100 years since the end of 
World War One, Castle Mound will be home to a World 
War One Heritage Village with a variety of displays 
planned including from the Royal Flying Corps.

Russell Park will be hosting the Festival’s main stage, 
with live music and bands including The Scruff and The 
Wholls, with Dub Pistols headlining on Saturday evening 
before the traditional Saturday night fireworks display. 

Sunday brings more music, entertainment and fun to 
be had with of course the Parade which this year covers a 
new route across even more of our town centre.

There’s lots planned on the water too with dragonboat 
and raft races, boat parades, a river swim, inflatable 
animal race, Jet Boots displays, a canoe river cruise, 
cardboard-box racing and stand-up paddleboard racing. 

Mayor Dave Hodgson said “The River Festival is fast 
approaching and I know many people are looking forward 
to this year’s event. As always this fantastic free event will 
bring together people from across Bedford Borough and 
far beyond. With so many different events and activities on 
offer, there’s something for the whole family to enjoy.”

For more information about the River Festival, please 
visit www.bedford.gov.uk/riverfestival where an electronic 
copy of the programme can be accessed. Hard copies are 
also available at the Customer Contact Centre on Horne 
Lane, libraries and Borough Hall.

Less Than One Week To Go Until 
the Bedford River Festival 2018!

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/riverfestival


Borough Monthly  |  July 2018

7 

The Summer Bandstand 
Concerts return to the 
Embankment Bandstand 
this July & August.

Come along, bring the 
family and a picnic 
and enjoy two hours of 
traditional bandstand 
music...

musicmeadowsin the

For more information, call 01234 228759 or email events@bedford.gov.uk

Sundays from 3pm to 5pm 
Mill Meadows Bandstand 

The Embankment, Bedford

22nd July 2018 The Hitchin Band

29th July 2018 The Mainline Big Band

5th August 2018 May Blossom, Vintage Songbird

12th August 2018 Bedford Town Band

19th August 2018 Bedford Saxophone Workshop
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