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Members 
 

Observers 
 

David Mitchell Phill Fox – Bedford Borough Council 

Nigel Jacobs Lizzie Barnicoat – Secretary 

Steve Bumstead - Chairman Andrew Prigmore – Bedford Borough Council 

Brian Cowling  

Bob Wallace Apologies 

James Russell – Vice Chairman Ann Kennedy 

Barry Ingram Cllr Charles Royden – Bedford Borough Council 

Rossalyn Whisker  
 

 
1. 

 
Welcome by Chairman 
 
Steve Bumstead welcomed everyone to the meeting, in particular Rossalyn Whisker who 
was in attendance in place of Ann Kennedy.  SB thanked everyone for attending.  
 

 
2. 

Minutes of previous meeting held in February 2015 to be agreed 
 
These had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting; it was unanimously 
agreed by those present to be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman. 
 

 
3. 

Matters arising from previous minutes 
 
PF reported to members that Mike Fayres, of BRCC, has been asked for clarification of 
the Queens Drive, Putnoe group and whether they are or are not part of the Walking for 
Health groups initiative or a separate stakeholders group. 
The By Way Draft Action Plan members had been invited to feedback comments, which 
some Forum members had done.  These comments have been incorporated into the 
next revised version of the document.  There has been work commenced on some 
sample plans being prepared with a programme on for each individual lane going 
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forwards.  This document will be re-presented to the LAF, FR is continuing to be the lead 
for this within the team and this item will be a future agenda item.                                                   
Action: Secretary 
It was highlighted that to undertake any work to the byways will require a lot of 
manpower and equipment, members were supportive of this and felt this would be a 
great opportunity to utilise the different volunteer work groups to help with this work.  AP 
added that there will hopefully be funds provided to allow for a section of the by ways to 
be opened up, looking at a section that allows for a range of user groups to access the 
opened section.  PF went on to explain a ‘bush whacker’ approach that could be used 
which would allow a firm surface to be created, so that then regular mowing 
maintenance could be carried out after a resting period.  The right season for this work to 
be carried out would be in autumn time. 
The Rights Of Way Guide had been circulated to all the local parish councils and the 
ward councillors, members asked had there been any feedback to this, which PF 
detailed there had been two feedback comments from the Parish Councils. 
It was noted that the Forum contact details needed updating on the Borough Council 
website, PF to action.                                                        Action: PF 
 

 
4. 

Updates from Bedford Borough Council 
 
AP reported that there is a member of staff leaving the following day, the team is in the 
process of being restructured and PF will become Team Leader with a responsibility for 
policy, LAF, volunteering and Definitive Map matters progressing.  The Rights Of Way 
Officers are being incorporated into the Highways department teams, with individuals 
being skilled up across both areas.  This will give the rights of way element greater access 
to funding opportunities and all members of the team will get involved with rights of way 
i.e. waymarking routes.  There has been a bid made for £40k for work to sleeper bridge 
repairs and going forwards there is capacity for the rights of way profile amongst the 
local authority to grow.  Work has commenced on having rights of way matters reported 
through the highways helpdesk in terms of maintenance type issues so this are logged, 
followed up and monitored in the same was as highways issues reported are.  Forum 
members reiterated how important it is for all user groups to be fully aware of the correct 
reporting methods for such matters, AP confirmed that this a priority and work is also 
being done to allow live reporting for users when they are out and about as well.  In the 
short terms any items of maintenance to be logged are to be done through PF, and then 
within the next three months there will be a transfer over to the highways helpdesk. 
It was added that within the new restructure that all jobs are full time.  With the revised 
structure of the team there will be greater clarity in terms of operational matters as well 
as strategic and technical roles. 
 
4.1 Update on consideration of moving a Public Right of Way 
Members were thanked for their detailed feedback to this issue presented at the last 
meeting; MB has provided this information to colleagues who are considering the 
options.  The overall LAF feedback was a preference for trying to create a multi user 
route with members questioning when users would get a chance to have their say on the 
route changes.  It was noted that this would not be at this stage; it would be when the 
Officers have firm proposal to take to public consultation.  At present the timescales are 
unknown, so it would be speculative at this point to try and guess what the outcome of 
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an alternative route could be.  Members did express that they felt there had already 
been a decision taken to move the route without any real evidence having been seen 
for this to have to happen.  It appeared presumptive that the path needs to be moved 
without a clear rationale.  Some members had visited the site to review the path, it was 
noted that there is a bund of earth nearby, if the plant area is extended then it would 
limit the space in terms of width for a public path, given that it is expected that the bund 
of earth would need to be in situ to act as a noise barrier for the nearby dwellings.  
Officers advised that at the formal consultation there would be an opportunity for the 
LAF to respond to the public consultation and give full comments at that point.  
Members continued to express concern that Officers in other departments felt it should 
be taken that the public right of way should be moved, without, the Forum felt 
understanding the seriousness of moving a PROW.  The Officer, David Lent to be sent an 
invite to the next Forum meeting, outlining that the Forum would like to discuss this matter 
and that the path remaining in situ should be an option.          Action: Future Item 
  
4.2 Definitive Map update   
The supporting update had been provided to members, there was concern expressed 
that there are two consultations at present, one in Thurleigh and one in Wootton.  
Questions had been submitted by a Forum member in response to the public 
consultation relating to the path in Thurleigh, there has been no acknowledgement or 
response received to the submitted comments.  However, the Officer has issued a report 
with recommendations that the changes should go ahead, without appearing to have 
taken into account the comments submitted during the public consultation process.  The 
LAF felt that it is important that broad principles are applied to the process of public 
consultation such as responding to individuals who have taken the time to submit 
comments even just in the form of a brief acknowledgement that their comments have 
been received.  Members were welcome to raise any questions they had on the 
circulated information directly with MB who would be in the best position to respond. 
 
AP took leave at this point of the meeting 
 

 
5. 

Break 
Members took a brief break at this point 
 

 
6. 

Administrative matters 
 
6.1 Regional LAF Co-ordinators The Secretary reported that these roles are going and 
that now Fiona Taylor from Natural England will be the point of contact directly for the 
BoBLAF.  It was felt on reflection by those members present that it may be useful to link up 
with a neighbouring LAF to have a joint meeting or visit a local LAF to see how they work, 
with Northamptonshire a suggestion given the number of links there are at the border. 
6.2 LAF Membership It was discussed that it would be useful to have another landowner 
representative on the Forum, so Secretary to contact ME for a deputy or nominate an 
individual that may be able to attend the meetings, such as someone from the NFU or 
Countryside Landowners Association. 
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7. 

Any Other Notified Business 
None received. 
 

8. Next Meeting 
A meeting had been set for 21st May at 2-4.30pm at Borough Hall, in the event that there 
was no available room it was suggested as an alternative date 20th May at the same 
time.  Meeting closed at 8.30pm.  Next meeting items to include Annual Report and 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair (JR sent apologies in advance). 

  

 
 
Signed: …………………………….    Date:  …………… 
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