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Borough of Bedford 
Local Access Forum 

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 17th MARCH 
2014 at Borough Hall commencing at 6.30pm 

Members 
 

Observers 
 

Bob Wallace - Chairman Phill Fox – Bedford Borough Council

Nigel Jacobs Andrew Prigmore – Bedford Borough Council

Brian Cowling Lizzie Barnicoat – Secretary

Barry Ingram                               Apologies

David Mitchell David Binns

James Russell – Vice Chairman Steve Bumstead

 Andy Gerrard

 Mark Fitzpatrick

 Ann Kennedy

 Mark Egar
 

 
1. 

 
Welcome by Chairman 
 
Bob Wallace welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanking everyone for attending.  
Andrew Prigmore was welcomed and introductions made.   
 

 
2. 

 
Andrew Prigmore – Highways Asset Manager for Bedford Borough Council including
Rights of Way 
AP was welcomed giving an overview of his role and detailing that through restructuring
in the local authority the rights of way department is now working within the highways
department.  The integration has already commenced although does not officially start
till the beginning of April, however the two areas are now working more closely together.
AP detailed that there are lots of exciting opportunities looking forwards, with there
needing to be an increased awareness of the rights of way service and the great work
the team do.  Forum members noted there had previously been good work done,
however, there had seemed a lack of communication to other departments within the 
local authority as to just how valuable and productive the rights of way team are.  AP



  

 
Page 2 

 

reported that there is now a culture of change and he encourages his Officers to tell
people about the work done such as taking before and after photographs, and sharing 
the work done with the local Parish Clerk.  AP felt that the Forum would play an
important role in supporting the way the department would take on rights of way going
forwards. 
Questions to AP were welcomed and members reiterated what a great asset the rights 
of way network is and that it is important it is published, as well as forum members
wanting to be able to advise the local authority going forwards.  It was discussed
regarding the elected Borough Councillor representative being included in the Forum 
membership, the portfolio holder for highways is an active Councillor who AP has regular
contact with so again there is opportunity of work updates to be shared with the
Councillor.  It was also added that the Definitive Map Officer has a vital role to play in 
informing the portfolio holder and local ward Councillor of relevant items in a local area,
briefing them with proposals so they are kept updated.  The budget set up was also
outlined to members and where appropriate AP would naturally try to streamline
budgets. 
Members detailed to AP the work being done on the Rights Of Way Guide to raise
awareness amongst Borough Councillors, AP supported that it would be a good idea to
send the document to elected members as a good starting point.. 
AP agreed that he would circulate a copy of the team's staffing structure to members. 
                                                                                                                          Action: AP 
 
  

 
3. 

Minutes of previous meetings held in November to be agreed 
 
These had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting; it was requested that the 
following two specific questions raised by a forum member directly to Stewart Briggs had
not been answered: 
Question 1 
Regarding the ROWIP 2012-2017 
Key Priority 3.1.a: 
Open 15 kilometres of previously unusable path through resolution of Definitive Map 
anomalies by 2016. 
  
We are 2 years away from 2016 and no previously unusable paths have been opened 
up. 
As things stand, is Stewart confident that he will deliver Key Priority 3.1.a by 2016? If not 
then what extra measures will be taken to prevent or limit non-delivery? 
  
Question 2 
Regarding the Excluded Area 
  
The council has a statutory duty to provide a definitive map for the excluded area but 
has no published plans to do so. Officers have indicated that it will be a discrete task 
within the ROWIP and that there will be a scoping exercise at a future date. 
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Does Stewart agree that there will be a need for someone to assist the Definitive Map 
Officer carry out the extensive research that will be necessary if the council is to publish a 
(worthy and reliable) definitive map for the excluded area? And if so, has funding been 
considered? 
 
With this update it was unanimously agreed by those present to be signed as a true and 
accurate record by the Chairman. 
 

4. Matters arising from previous minutes 
 
Following the question raised by a member of the public regarding maintenance of
byways, PF reported that this had been followed up, a site meeting was carried out with
an action plan being drafted, however, with the transfer of departments this work will be
ongoing. 
 

5. Awareness of national/local matters affecting RoW/LAFs 
 
5.1 Report on LAF National Conference in Durham 
BW had attended the conference circulating a summary report to all ahead of the
meeting, the main presentations were outlined and had included items such as the
Deregulation Bill, paths in crisis, rail crossings and rights of way, unrecorded rights of way
and farm land. 
 
5.2 Report on Deregulation Bill 
BC had attended a recent event on this matter and circulated a report to all ahead of
the meeting, it was highlighted that in regards to advertising going forwards it is
proposed that any such advertising is just done on the local authority website,  The
procedure process is proposed to make things easier going forwards, however, the
relevant aspect of the document is part of a much larger document that is expected to
be finalised shortly. 
 
5.3 National Annual LAF Report 
This information had been circulated to all members ahead of the meeting, no
comments were received. 
 
5.4 Bedford Borough Council section 106 monies allocated to RoW  
A report had been circulated ahead of the meeting showing the breakdown of the
Section 106 and CIL monies available within the Borough area specifically for rights of
way work, there is a large project in Renhold which is currently the focus of the
improvement work. 
 

6. Rights of Way Improvement Plan update 
 
6.1 Priority and targets going forwards 
Members commented how useful the previous reports had been on progress made on
public paths and in regards to the Definitive Map Orders, it was noted that the only
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reason PF had not produced all that information for this meeting was because so much 
had been shared at the November meeting. 
The strategy aspect of the ROWIP had been felt to more relevant to this meeting, and
members being mindful that the forum remit is to act more as a critical friend then review
progress.   
There was a supporting document shared which allowed members to consider whether
they are happy with the targets set within the ROWIP, if anything had been missed, what
the priority areas are looking forwards and if it was felt any should be removed so that
there could be refocus.  Members commented that as a number of the targets are over
the life of the plan it is difficult to engage what it considered to be on target for a certain
year.  At the time the plan was set it was not possible to foresee the noticeable changes
that have taken place, being mindful of this reassessing the document was a reasonable
thing to do.  There was a feeling that some things should naturally have a higher priority
such as new routes opening and that a priority basis should be be drawn up.  In some 
areas members were aware that targets had been made, however, from the plan
format this was not easy to tell or evident.  Members felt some of the targets needed to
be revisited so that they are realistic.  Member feedback was welcome regarding the
areas that should be put on hold and what should be a focus, member feedback was
greatly welcome and it would allow PF to prepare for a further update at the next
meeting. 

7. Rights Of Way Guide 
 
It was agreed that the Guide document to go to all elected members  having an 
adapted letter sent to the war Councillors who have rights of way within their parishes.
The Secretary to liaise with BW on circulation of the signed letters and Guide to go out as
soon as possible. 
                                                                                                    Action: Secretary 
 

8. Any Other Notified Business 
None received. 
 

9. Next Meeting 
A meeting was set for Tuesday 1st July 2014 at 6.30pm at Borough Hall. 
Meeting closed at 9.05pm 

  

 
 
 
Signed: …………………………….    Date:  …………… 
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