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Members 
 

Observers 
 

David Mitchell Phill Fox – Bedford Borough Council 

Nigel Jacobs Lizzie Barnicoat – Secretary 

Steve Bumstead - Chairman Martyn Brawn – Bedford Borough Council  

Brian Cowling Andrew Prigmore – Bedford Borough Council 

Ann Kennedy Cllr Charles Royden – Bedford Borough Cuncil 

                           Apologies 

 Bob Wallace 

 James Russell – Vice Chairman 

 Barry Ingram 

 Mark Egar 

 Andy Gerrard 
 

 
1. 

 
Welcome by Chairman 
 
Steve Bumstead welcomed everyone to the meeting, in particular Cllr Royden who was 
present to observe the Forum's work, SB thanked everyone for attending.  
 

 
2. 

Minutes of previous meeting held in November 2014 to be agreed 
 
These had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting; it was unanimously 
agreed by those present to be signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman. 
 

 
3. 

Matters arising from previous minutes 
 
PF provided members with an update on the Walking for Health groups information, as 
well as a list of the now re-activated groups, which have also been place on the Lets Go! 
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Website.  It was detailed that BRCC's involvement in the groups is that they act as 
facilitator for the programme, organising the training and helping to set up the groups, of 
which there is a clear programme in place now. 
The Rights Of Way Guide has been circulated to all the local parish councils and the 
ward councillors, with there being some useful feedback PF reported.  The local councils 
continue to be contacted when the team are in the area doing the paths survey, and in 
some cases Officer have been invited to meet the Parish Council to talk about the work 
they are doing. 
 

 
4. 

Updates from Bedford Borough Council 
 
4.1 Walking for Health  
PF detailed that the Walk for Health displays are going up in GP surgeries and training 
sessions are now being lined up which is proving successful.  There is a group leader 
being trained for the Queens Park area which is pleasing, as well as leisure centres being 
involved with the initiative and local health services in general.  It was noted that there is 
a walk in Queens Drive, Putnoe which takes place regularly, however, is not on the list.                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                               Action: PF 
4.3 Consideration of moving a Public Right of Way 
Ahead of the meeting, members had been provided with supporting information relating 
to a specific path in Bedford town, MB presented the difficult scenario to members and 
welcomed their thoughts on the matter.  MB commenced by giving some background 
information on the way the highways depot function in Bedford, there are proposed to 
streamline the services and as a result there will be some expansion to the current tidy tip 
depot which will specifically impact on Footpath 18.  Members were presented with 
different scenarios around what could happen to the footpath in order to 
accommodate the expansion of the depot and accommodate users of the path. 
Forum members sought clarification on the ownership of the land, which it was noted 
was entirely the local authority owned land, as well as the ownership of the land in the 
surrounding area (section I to J), and the possible scenarios for acquiring access to that 
land if it were to be proposed that that were to be part of the new route.  Members 
asked who uses the path, as members understood the difficulties of such decisions 
needed in this instance.  It was detailed that the path is a key link for users and well used 
by dog walkers, to access the country park.  A member expressed that they would wish 
to see the path continue in its current route, feeling that if there are enough visibility 
splays at the two crossing points in the depot that there would then be no issues, 
highlighting the benefits this option could bring.  MB detailed that the status quo may not 
be practical in reality so the least worst solution would be helpful to know from members, 
as MB will have to shortly liaise with colleagues on the planning department who are 
designing the expansion of the scheme.  There was a suggestion of creating a bridleway 
link as an alternative which would then allow a greater group of users to access the path 
as well.  It was also detailed by one member that is an option if the route A to B was used 
then maybe the nearby pocket of land could be utilised as a small park area which 
would give the route as rural feel as possible.  Members asked what type of user 
consultation has taken place to date, the footfall has been collated between 
September and December to understand the usage of the path, which is high. 
It was felt in general that given the users of the path, the section F to G would not be 
wide enough for a pushchair, which would be an issue, however, if it was deemed to be 
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the best route and more suitable then other options it may need to be looked at to see 
as if part of the re-development it would be feasible to improve the width of the path at 
the same time. 
Members further comments were welcomed to be fed back on an individual basis to MB, 
PF and MB agreed to re-circulate the supporting information to allow members ease of 
responding.                                                                                       Action: PF/MB/All 
  
4.2 Definitive Map update   
The supporting update had been provided to members as had a detailed work 
programme which individual questions were welcomed from members outside of the 
meeting due to the time constraints at this meeting.                               Action: ALL 
 

 
5. 

Break 
Members took a break at this point 
 

6. By-way Draft Action Plan review 
This document had been circulated to members ahead of the meeting, the Forum are 
aware of the issues that have previously been presented to them by a member of pubic 
at a previous meeting.  The document had been produced as a first draft and the local 
authority did acknowledge that more work is needed to be done on the document till it 
can considered to be in it's final format.  There had been lots of member feedback 
ahead of the meeting, with AG able to provide useful input from a motorised user group 
perspective, and had outlined views on behalf of that user group.  The different 
management options were discussed and outlined by PF, views from members were as 
always welcomed.  Members detailed that they felt the document was useful and good 
starting statement, however, also felt that in places the document appeared to suggest 
that motorised vehicle users had caused some of the damage.  Members also fed back 
that they felt the document needs to recognise that the local authority are in breach of 
its statutory duty and that they need to acknowledge that the by-ways can be used by 
carriage drivers which appears to be an omission. 
AG had offered that the motorised user group provide some of the labour required as 
part of a possible working group who could help with the maintenance of the by-ways, 
and perhaps working with local horse riders/farmers who may have access to 
appropriate equipment to work on the routes. 
Members recognised that the document needs to set out the priorities and welcome 
more user categories to access the route detailed within the document.  Members also 
felt it would be good to get some up to a standard for even just some user groups or pick 
strategic parts to open up so that it could perhaps act as a link to other paths or loops 
that could then be used, with some specific routes given by those present.  There was 
also the suggestion of having an alternative appropriate route for users when the by-
ways are not at their best to minimise damage during bad weather. 
AP was supportive that there is an allocation of some funds to allow some improvement 
work to the by-ways to allow some improvement, with the Forum providing guidance on 
where this should be and help with finding local groups to work with the local authority 
on this, such as with a working party. 
The Forum commended the authors of the document as they felt this was a good 
starting point to get the matter moving forwards and progressed. 
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7. 

Administrative matters 
 
7.1 Regional LAF meeting AK had attended this meeting which she reported back had 
been an informative experience, there had been detailed discussion at the meeting 
around recruiting members which appears to be a regional wide issue.  AK detailed that 
at the regional meeting suggestions had included approaching faith councils and 
postgraduate students from the university may be potential ways to increase the 
representation.  Those present that also contacting the young farmers and the health 
walking groups may be possibilities that could be explored by the local authority, as this 
would then give a good breadth of user groups represented..  There was suggested the 
idea of a possible press release to raise awareness of the Forum as well as a mindfulness 
of the need to keep a balance of interests on the Forum.  Also the Town and Parish 
Network event the Forum could publicise their work as well. 
It was noted that awaiting the final date for the National Conference to be confirmed. 
It was also noted that the Secretary details need to be put on the Council website so 
there is an easier point of contact.                  Action: PF 
 

 
8. 

Any Other Notified Business 
None received. 
 

9. Next Meeting 
A meeting had been set for 26th March 2015 (AK sent apologies in advance and will if 
possible sent a substitute to the meeting) at 6.30pm at Borough Hall. Meeting closed at 
8.50pm 

  

 
 
Signed: …………………………….    Date:  …………… 
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	Brian Cowling
	Ann Kennedy
	James Russell – Vice Chairman
	Barry Ingram
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