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Borough of Bedford 
Local Access Forum 

 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of meeting held on 4  October 2010 at th

Marston Vale Forrest Centre commencing at 
6.30pm 

Members Observers 
  

Phill Fox – Bedford Borough Council Bob Wallace - Chairman 

Karen Aspinall Martyn Brawn – Bedford Borough Council 

James Russell Lizzie Barnicoat – Secretary 

David Mitchell Simon Deards – Bedford Borough Council 

Barry Ingram                               Joel Carre – Bedford Borough Council 

Steve Bumstead Richard ? -BRCC 

Nigel Jacobs  

Graham Watson  

Cllr Nick Charsley  

 Andy Gerrard 

Apologies  

  Vicki Barrett - Vice Chair  

 Les Geary 

 Robert Tate 

 David Binns 

 David Mitchell 
 
 

  
1. Welcome by Chairman 

 
Bob Wallace welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for 
attending.  The meeting opened with introduction of guests in attendance.   
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2. Public Questions 
 
There were no public questions received, as no members of the public present.   
 

 
3. 

 
Apologies 
 
See above. 
 

 
4. 

 
Minutes of previous meeting held on 9th August 2010 to be agreed 
 
These had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting, it was unanimously 
agreed by those present to be signed as true and accurate record by the Chairman. 
 

 
5. 

 
Feedback from previous meeting 
 
5.1 Attachment of Forum’s logo to Forum paperwork – Phill Fox reported that awaiting 
final design from Design Team following some minor adjustments to the logo.  It was 
raised that the Borough Council Bedford News publication to include in next edition a 
page regarding countryside information and the Forum would be included with an 
article detailing information about the Forum’s role including the new logo.  In addition 
through the general e-zine newsletter that is produced by the countryside department 
this will also include information about the Forum within it.     
 
5.2 Borough and Natural England website – Secretary reported that the Forum details 
now included on the Natural England website, and Phill Fox confirmed that up to date 
minutes and agendas are now available on the Bedford Borough website.  Some 
members raised the difficulty of navigating way around the Borough website, as items 
are not easily found, was of improving this to be discussed in relation to promoting 
rights of way. 
 
5.3 Circulation of link to Bedford Borough Greenwheel document – Secretary had done 
this, and in addition information had been circulated to Forum members regarding the 
Goldington Green informal consultation, comments had been submitted in relation to 
this. 
 
The Chairman reported that the Hertfordshire Local Access Forum Conference had 
been cancelled.  Both Bob Wallace and Andy Gerrard had attended the recent 
Regional Local Access Forum meeting for Chairs which was an interesting and 
informative way of hearing issues raised by other Forums.  Common problems raised 
included: Countryside Stewardship Schemes and the Higher Level Entry Scheme, 
ensuring access to natural green space, green lanes being closed, and problems 
experienced with 4x4 vehicles.  It was noted that through the regional group there is a 
small amount of funding available which could be put towards a training day in March 
2011. 
 
Other items to be covered during the meeting. 
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6. 

 
Bedford Borough Council Local Transport Plan information on Active Travel 
 
Simon Deards, Senior Network Policy Officer from Bedford Borough Council was in 
attendance and gave a presentation on the Borough’s current review of the transport 
Plan and in particular focused on the active travel part of the Plan which included 
cycling and walking.  Background information of the document and expected 
timescales were given, as well as a potential delivery overview of items from the Plan to 
allow items to become operational.  Members considered and discussed active travel 
noting the current infrastructure and ways this could be developed to encourage more 
users by increasing the routes available and including horse riders within the strategy.  
Members were encouraged to input ideas, and feedback comments on the 
presentation given as well as being involved in the stakeholder consultation discussion 
over the coming months. 
Members raised questions regarding specific items such as greater promotion of the 
current network and greenspaces so that they are seen as assets, encouraging the 
network to link up as through active travel it promotes healthy living and low carbon 
emissions.  Inline with the forthcoming stages of consultation regarding the document 
an action plan was agreed regarding the Forum consulting on the document. 
The Chairman  thanked Simon Deards for his informative presentation. 
 
Action 
Circulation of Local Transport Plan, Forum members encouraged to 
comment/feedback, item to be followed up at next meeting – Simon Deards and 
Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. 

As during discussion of the Transport Plan, members were mindful of the current budget 
limitations on certain projects, members enquired regarding the impact this will have 
on the Outdoor Access department at the Borough.  Joel Carre and Martyn Brawn 
talked through the effects, giving examples, such as seasonal vegetation cuts being 
reduced from four to three, there will be a department structure review and DSD 
services are coming in house which includes ground maintenance to ensure direct 
control over this.  Members raised concerns that the seasonal vegetation cuts had 
been done quite late this year and some had appeared not to have been carried out, 
Martyn Brawn explained the contractual agreements and gave reassurance that in the 
future the cuts would be actioned earlier in the year. 
 
Countryside Stewardship Scheme information  
 
Darren Blaine, Regional Agri-Environment Project Manager from Natural England was in 
attendance and gave a detailed presentation on the Stewardship Schemes including 
the history of the scheme and how it is being moved forwards now though the new 
Entry Level and Higher Entry Level Schemes.  Items covered included an understanding 
of how the application process works, the structure of payment to landowners and 
different types of schemes available i.e. wider environmental scheme or stand alone 
agreement.  A strong focus for Natural England being to ensure that schemes are 
introduced for creating access where it is going to used.  The government budget 
allocation was noted and awareness of forthcoming possible cuts as well as an 
understanding that some landowners had had problems renewing schemes.  In the 
borough of Bedford all schemes had been successfully renewed. 
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Members raised questions including: consultation with Parish Councils when schemes 
are renewed is something encouraged by Natural England, ways promotion of access 
is done to minimise trespassing, difficulties with rural land registry and promotion of 
access schemes and available nearby parking facilities. 
The Chairman  thanked Darren Blaine for his time and interesting presentation. 
 
 

 
8. 

 
A short break was taken by members. 
 

9. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. 

Green Lanes Management Plan update 
 
Supporting documents had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting 
including a detailed draft Management Plan for a specific green lane produced by 
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity.  Martyn Brawn reported that following the 
concerns raised at the previous meeting himself and Phill Fox had met with BRCC and 
raised these, agreeing a structured way forward of five main points. 
 
Members were invited to comment on the document, Nigel Jacobs noted referencing 
needed regarding drainage specific to that site, and need to identify any concerns of 
problems presently experienced so that these can be managed and improved to 
achieve for example, lane being open more.  Barry Ingram raised when the last green 
lane review had been carried out as felt that a structured programme approach 
would be more beneficial.  Andy Gerrard praised the document and detail contained 
within the draft, noting that reference could be made to sustainability of route.  James 
Russell reiterated this and suggested that the difficulty between meeting user 
expectation and sustainability of route could be bought out more.  Overall members 
supported the document and the full draft Plan to be discussed at  the next meeting 
with actions of improvements/implementations to be included. 
  
Action 
 
Updated document to be presented to Forum as future agenda item – Martyn Brawn, 
Phill Fox and Secretary 
 
Outdoor Access and Rights Of Way Improvement Plan (OAROWIP) 
 
Documentation regarding this item was circulated to members present, Phill Fox 
reiterated the importance of collating and incorporating member’s thoughts from the 
previous Plans produced to help improve the implementations and actions for the new 
Plan.  Details of ensuring realistic deliverables were discussed and the four main aims of 
the Plan to ensure these are encompassed and can be met.  Liaison with Rights of Way 
officers and Greenspcae officers had taken place, and members input was invited.  
The Forum agreed that the priority must be to make sure the Plan includes working with 
others i.e. volunteers, to deliver some or many of the actions.  It was felt it would be 
beneficial for a Task Group to be formed to comment and deconstruct the aims as 
member input is welcomed.  This meeting was arranged for 2nd November, the 
Chairman agreed to organise venue and circulate information to members. 
 
Members discussed the plan in relation to public consultation and liaison with other 
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departments within the Borough such as Planning and Transport to ensure cohesion. 
 
Actions 
 
Circulation and formation of working group and to be discussed at next Forum meeting 
– All members, Bob Wallace and Secretary  

 
 

 
Due to time constraints it was agreed that discussion of items 11 and 12 (Wider Rights of 
Way issues including Waymarking and Promotion of Rights of Way Access) to be 
considered by the Task Group due to meet in November. 
 
Action 
 
Discussion by Task Group and feedback to next meeting – Task Group  
 
 

 
13. 

 
Any Other Notified Business 
 
The Chairman welcomed members input and ideas on any matters, Nick Charlesy 
encouraged members to review the current Bedford Borough budget consultation 
document.  It was also agreed that although the proposed Rookery South Covanta 
application falls outside of the borough of Bedford boundary the Forum to consider the 
document in relation to rights of way access and recreational countryside access from 
the borough of Bedford which will enter the proposed site. 
 
Action 
 
Budget consultation document circulate – Nick Charlesy 
Rookery South Covanta consultation document, register and circulate - Secretary 
 
 
 It was agreed to rearrange the date of the Forum meeting on 31st January 2011 to 21st 
February 2011. 

   
Date of next meeting 
 
 
Monday 6th December 2010 – Venue tbc - Full meeting starts at 6.30 p.m. 
 
  

 
Signed: …………………………….    Date:  …………… 


	 
	 
	David Mitchell
	Barry Ingram                              
	Steve Bumstead
	Andy Gerrard
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