
The Possible Impacts and Effects of Climate Change 

Within this century average summer temperatures in the UK are expected to rise between 3 and 

4°C. The UK faces hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters as a result of climate change. 

heatwaves, torrential rain and floods are likely to become more common, summers will get drier and 

winters wetter. 

As a business, you should manage climate risk in the same way you manage other risks to your 

business. You should identify parts of your operations that may be vulnerable to a changing climate 

and take action to mitigate the risks. 

If your business has been affected by changes in weather patterns or an extreme weather event, you 

know how expensive and disruptive recovery can be. Being prepared for future changes in the 

climate is an important part of business planning, whether that be building climate resilience into 

your business practices or making the most of business opportunities. 

As the climate changes in the UK, businesses may also be in a position to exploit commercial 

opportunities. Businesses that can respond to the changing demand for certain products and 

services will benefit. Opportunities include: 

 longer growing seasons for the agriculture and food sector  

 retrofit of buildings and infrastructure to make sure it is climate resilient  

 greater demand for domestic tourism  

  

Climate Ready 

Climate Ready, from the Environment Agency, provides tools and information to help businesses and 

other organisations live with the changing climate, now and in the future.  Climate Ready has a 

section with information specific to businesses - Business and Services with links to tools to help 

them take action. 

  

Business Resilience Health Check  

An online self-assessment health check has been revamped for businesses to understand and 

address the risks they face now and in the future. The health check, helps to identify areas of a 

business that are vulnerable to severe weather and climate related risks, offers advice about how to 

improve resilience, and provides each business with a bespoke report outlining actions it can take. 

  

Be Climate Ready: A quick guide for small and medium-sized businesses and organisations 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/137557.aspx
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140328084622/http:/www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/policy/132329.aspx
http://www.businessresiliencehealthcheck.co.uk/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=Environment+Agency+-+Communications&utm_campaign=2582522_Issue+11+Climate+Ready+e-bulletin&utm_content=Businessresiliencehealthcheck&dm_i=AYH,1JCOQ,1EQAHC,5AVNB,1


Climate Week has teamed up with the Environment Agency and the Department for Environment, 

Food, and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) to create a quick guide detailing some simple, practical actions that 

businesses and organisations can take to be better prepared. 

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/sustainability/idoc.ashx?docid=428d7a0a-c210-4367-a6c8-1230bef09063&version=-1

