






 

 

 

 

Geraint Davies 
Director of Performance and Governance 

BLMK CCGs 
Email: Geraint.davies3@nhs.net 

 
16th June 2021 

Via email to  
Jon Shortland 

 

Dear Jon 

I am writing to confirm support from BLMK CCG towards the Levelling Up bid that Bedford 
Borough Council is submitting in relation to Kempston. The development of a health and care 
Hub in Kempston is an established priority for the CCG, local GP practices and other health 
partners, along with the Council, and we welcome all efforts to help bring this forward, 
particularly within the context of wider regeneration within the town.  

I can confirm in principle that the CCG is willing to commit match-funding, of circa £200,000 
towards the development of the Outline Business Case (OBC) and Full Business Case (FBC) 
for the Hub project, with the final amount to be determined. We assume that our contribution 
would be a proportion of both commissions, and therefore would be spread over a number of 
years, and the costs towards the FBC would be subject to prior approval of the OBC. This 
funding is subject to approval via our formal governance routes, but I can confirm is consistent 
with our Estates Strategy.  

Very best of luck with the bid for this important programme.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Geraint Davies 
Director of Performance and Governance  
 

 

  

 

 

 

mailto:Geraint.davies3@nhs.net


 

10 June 2021 
 
 
Dear Mr Shortland 
 
Levelling Up Fund 
 
Thank you for making me aware of Bedford Borough Council’s intention to submit a bid to the Levelling up Fund, 
which will be for a number of projects with the objective of improving the economic viability of Kempston. 
 
I am pleased to support the Council’s bid, which I understand will concentrate on transport (walking and cycling) 
infrastructure and the regeneration of the town centre. 
 
The University of Bedfordshire (UOB) is pleased to support the bid, and particularly the regeneration of Kempston 
Town Centre, which I understand will include amongst a number of elements, public realm improvements around 
the Saxon Centre and the refurbishment of the Saxon Centre office block, to provide new, grade A flexible office 
accommodation and a space for community use. 
 
The provision of quality new business space, on flexible terms is a key driver to support entrepreneurship and 
business. UOB has a program of business support initiatives which it is successfully delivering locally, including its 
SEMSUP Entrepreneurial Support which provides a number of funded projects designed to help businesses solve 
some of their most pressing problems including strategy, finance & funding, marketing & sales and digital tools. 
 
Other relevant programs delivered by UOB include Innovation Bridges which supports innovation, ALPHAS which 
aims to support local SMEs in improving their leadership team, Growth Curve which provides tailored, face to face 
support for high growth businesses and Productivity Escalator which helps SMEs to do more with digital 
technology, thus improving their productivity. 
 
Considering this proposed new business space, I believe there could be potential for UOB to undertake some 
outreach exercises and support occupying businesses in the Saxon Centre Office block with the business support 
programs detailed.  
 
The University of Beds is keen to be involved in this project and looks forward to working with you on it. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Dr Nicholas Lancaster 
Director, Innovation & Enterprise 





 

 

Jon Shortland 

Bedford Borough Council 

 

By email 

 

17 June 2021 

 

 

Dear Jon 

 

Levelling Up Fund 

 

SEMLEP are pleased to write in support of the Bedford Borough Council submission to the 
Levelling Up Fund and have reviewed the bid with our local authority partner.  We see this 
bid as significant to delivery of the SEMLEP Economic Recovery Strategy 2020 and as 
part of the Place and Levelling Up agenda within the Ox Cam Arc. 

We support the contribution the scheme would make to the: 

• Regeneration of Kempston and the support for sustainable economic growth and 
communities in a deprived area of the South East Midlands. 

• Connectivity of Kempston to the town centre of Bedford using walking and cycling 
to support the health and wellbeing of the town 

We look forward to the engagement of the authority as these projects are appraised and 
are keen to support MHCLG with further details if helpful. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
Judith Barker 

Director of Programmes and Governance 
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